
@Washtenawroads

Werkner Rd Project

Virtual Meeting: February 9, 2026

In-person Meeting: February 11, 2026



• Aaron Berkholz

– Washtenaw County Road 

Commission (WCRC)

–  Assistant Director of Engineering

– (734) 327-6648

– berkholza@wcroads.org

Introduction
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2026 Improvement Planned

W
e
rk

n
e
r 

R
d

Ivey Rd

Sibley Rd Sibley Rd

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 1

Chelsea City Water Plant



Project Selection – Why Werkner Rd?

• Asset Management Strategy
o Apply the right fix, at the right time, in the right place​

o ​Extend the service life of the road

• Life Examples
o Leaky roof



Project Selection - Why Werkner Rd?

• Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER)
o Annual visual surface inspection and rating​

• Good (8-10 rating)

• Fair    (5-7 rating)

• Poor   (1-4 rating)

• Werkner Rd
o Currently rated Poor (2)  

Werkner Rd, Sylvan Township





Project Selection - Funding

• Funding
o Roads & Non-Motorized Millage

• 2025-2028 through voter support

• Money generated within a Township are

allocated to that Township

o Originally scheduled for 2025
• Rescheduled to 2026

• Hired design consultant 



Preliminary Engineering

• Design consultant hired

• Roadway design standards
o AASHTO “Green Book”

o MDOT Design Guide
• Shoulder width

• Drainage alternatives

• Context sensitive design
o Property frontages



• Mill and resurface

o For pavement in fair 

condition

• Pulverize and pave

o For pavement in poor 

condition

Scope of Work

Fair

Poor



Proposed Plan: Section 1

Sibley Rd to 1200 Feet North
• Mill & resurface the asphalt pavement

• Widen the asphalt from 22’ to 24’
o Provides for the 6” white edge line

o Maintains the current 11’ lane widths

• No drainage improvements are planned.

• Only one tree removal is needed.

This is very near the existing pavement.



Typical Cross Section



3700 Feet North to M-52
• Pulverize, shape, & compact

• Blend existing asphalt material and
underlying aggregate (stone)

• Material is used as base

• Place 4” of new asphalt pavement

• Maintain current 11’ lane widths

• 2’ paved + 2’ gravel shoulder width (each side)

• Replace weight restricted culvert
• 200 Feet North of Ivey Rd
• EGLE, Water Resources Permit

• Some tree removals are required for drainage purposes

Proposed Plan: Section 2



Typical Cross Section



Werkner Rd – Exhibit 1



Werkner Rd – Exhibit 2



Werkner Rd – Traffic Data

• Traffic Volume
o Approx. 750 vehicles per day

o Approx. 30% Truck Traffic

• Crash History
o 6 Deer related crashes

o 1 Angle crash

o 1 U-turn crash



Werkner Rd - History

• Speed Limit
o Unposted (Prima Facie) is 55 mph

o Speed limits are a data-driven
• Prevailing motorist speeds (85th percentile)

• Reflects the behavior of most drivers

• Reduces speed variance

• Establishment of Speed Limits
o 3-Party Agreement

• WCRC, Township, Michigan State Police

o Michigan State Police Authority

• Speed Limit is not changing



• Next Steps

o Discussion with property owners

o Tree removals prior to April 1, 2026

o Permitting

o Contractor bid

• Construction 2026

o Schedule TBD

Tentative Schedule



• Next public meeting

o In-person

• February 11 at 6pm

• 311 S Main St., Chelsea MI

Werkner Rd Project Information Meeting



• Visit project page @ wcroads.org

o Subscribe to receive project update emails

• Contact Assistant Director of Engineering

o Aaron Berkholz, (734) 327-6648, 

berkholza@wcroads.org

Find Out More

mailto:berkholza@wcroads.org
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