
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT) 

Act 451 of 1994 
 

 
324.35701  Definitions. [M.S.A. 13a.35701] 
 

Sec. 35701.  As used in this part: 
 

(a)  “Board” means a board of county road commissioners. 
 
(b)  “City street” means city major street or city local street as described in section 9 of Act 

No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, being section 247.659 of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws. 

 
(c) “County local road” means county local road as described in section 4 of Act No. 51 of 

the Public Acts of 1951, being section 247.654 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 
(d) “Native vegetation” means original or indigenous plants of this state including trees, 

shrubs, vines, wild flowers, aquatic plants, or ground cover. 
 
(e) “Natural” means in a state provided by nature, without human-made changes, wild, or 

uncultivated.  
 

(f) “Street” means city street or village street. 
 

(g) “Village street” means village major street or village local street as described in section 9 
of Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951. 

 
History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995. 

 
 
324.35702  Petition for designation; hearing; notice; resolution. [M.S.A. 13a.35702] 
 

Sec 35702.  (1) Twenty-five or more freeholders of a township may apply by petition to the 
board for the county in which that township is located for designation of a county local road or 
portion of a county local road as a natural beauty road.  Twenty-five or more freeholders of a city 
may petition the legislative body of the city for designation of a city street or a portion of a city 
street as a natural beauty street.  Twenty-five or more freeholders of a village may petition the 
legislative body of the village for designation of a village street or a portion of a village street as 
a natural beauty street. 
 

(2)  Within 6 months after a petition is received, the board or the legislative body of the city 
or village shall hold a public hearing to consider designating the road or street described in the 
petition as a natural beauty road or natural beauty street, respectively.  The hearing shall be held 
at a suitable place within the township in which the proposed natural beauty road is located or the 



city or village in which the proposed natural beauty street is located.  At the hearing, a party or 
interested person may support or object to the proposed designation.  The board, the legislative 
body of the city, or the legislative body of the village shall give notice of the hearing by 
publication at least once each week for 2 successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county, city, or village, respectively, and by posting 5 notices within the limits of the 
portion of the road or street to be designated, in public and conspicuous places.  The posting shall 
be done and at least 1 publication in the newspaper shall be made not less than 10 days before the 
hearing. 
 

(3)  Within 30 days after the hearing, if the board, the legislative body of the city, or the 
legislative body of the village considers the designation desirable, it shall file with the county 
clerk, city clerk, or village clerk, respectively,  a true copy of its resolution designating the 
portion of the county local road as a natural beauty road, the portion of the city street as a natural 
beauty street, or the portion of the village street as a natural beauty street, respectively. 
 

History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995. 
 
 
324.35703  Designation; petition requesting withdrawal; revocation of designation; 

determination; publication of notice; reversion to former status.   
 [MS.A. 13a.35703] 
 

Sec. 35703.  (1)  Not more than 45 days after a board designates a road as a natural beauty 
road or the legislative body of a city or village designates a street as a natural beauty street, the 
property owners of record of 51% or more of the lineal footage along the natural beauty road or 
natural beauty street may submit a petition to the board or the legislative body of the city or 
village, respectively, requesting that the designation be withdrawn.  If the petition is valid, the 
designation as a natural beauty road or natural beauty street shall be withdrawn. 
 

(2)  A board or the legislative body of a city or village may revoke a designation of a natural 
beauty road or natural beauty street after holding a public hearing in accordance with the 
procedure described in section 35702(2).  Not more than 30 days after a hearing, if the board, the 
legislative body of the city, or the legislative body of the village by majority vote determines that 
the revocation is necessary, it shall file with the county clerk, city clerk, or village clerk, 
respectively, a notice of its determination and publish the notice in the newspaper of general 
circulation in the county, city, or village, respectively, once each week for 2 successive weeks.  
After publication of the notice, the road or street previously designated shall revert to its former 
status. 
 

History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



324.35704  Guidelines and procedures for native vegetation preservation; rights of public 
utilities or governmental agencies or municipalities.  [M.S.A. 13a.35704] 

 

Sec. 35704.  (1)  The department shall develop uniform guidelines and procedures that may 
be adopted by a board to preserve native vegetation in a natural beauty road right-of-way from 
destruction or substantial damage by cutting, spraying, dusting, mowing, or by other means.  The 
department shall develop uniform guidelines that may be adopted by the legislative body of a city 
or village to preserve native vegetation in a natural beauty street right-of-way from destruction or 
substantial damage by cutting, spraying, dusting, mowing, or by other means.  Guidelines and 
procedures developed pursuant to this subsection shall not prohibit the application of accepted 
principles of sound forest management in a natural beauty road or natural beauty street right-of-
way or prevent a local road authority from regulating speed and from taking actions to modify 
specific road features to correct traffic hazards that pose a direct and ongoing threat to motorists. 
 

(2)  The department may advise and consult with a board or a city or village legislative body 
on the application of the guidelines and procedures. 
 

(3)  A board or a city or village legislative body shall provide for a public hearing before an 
act that would result in substantial damage to native vegetation in the right-of-way of a natural 
beauty road or natural beauty street, respectively, is permitted. 
 

(4)  Subject to subsections (5), (6), and (7), prior to approval of any construction project or 
tree cutting that would significantly impact native vegetation within the right-of-way of a natural 
beauty road, the board shall notify the clerk of the city, village, or township within which the 
road lies of the proposed activity.  If the city, village, or township desires to hold a public hearing 
on the proposed activity, the clerk of the city, village, or township shall notify the board within 7 
days of the transmittal of notice by the board.  The notice to the board shall include the date, 
time, and place of the township, city, or village hearing.  The hearing shall take place within 14 
days of the transmittal of notice to the board.  A member of the board or a representative of the 
board shall attend the hearing.  The city, village, or township clerk shall provide the board with a 
written report of testimony taken at the hearing within 10 days of the hearing.  The board shall 
not approve the construction project or tree cutting until 12 days after notice of the proposed 
activity has been sent to the city, village, or township clerk, or if notification of a hearing is 
timely received by the board, until 12 days after the public hearing is held.  The board shall 
consider, in approval or denial of the proposed activity, any report of testimony taken at the 
public hearing received from the city, village, or township. 
 

(5)  The notification and hearing provided for in subsection (4) are not required if the 
construction or tree cutting is necessitated by emergency conditions. 
 



(6)  This part does not affect the right of a public utility to control vegetation in connection 
with the maintenance, repair, or replacement of public utility facilities constructed in a road or 
street before its designation as a natural beauty road or natural beauty street, or in connection 
with the construction, maintenance, repair, or replacement of public utility facilities crossing a 
natural beauty road or natural beauty street. 
 

(7)  This part does not affect or restrict the maintenance activities of a governmental agency 
or municipality having jurisdiction over a beauty road. 
 
History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;--Am. 1996, Act 119, Imd. Eff. Mar. 6, 
1996. 
 
 
324.35705 Citizen’s advisory committee; establishment; purpose.  [M.S.A. 13a.35705] 
 

Sec. 35705.  The department may establish a citizen’s advisory committee to assist in the 
formulation of proposals for guidelines and procedures. 

 

History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995. 
 
 
324.35706 Violation of guideline or procedure; complaint; civil action; default in payment 
of civil fine or costs.  [M.S.A. 13a.35706] 
 

Sec. 35706.  (1)  If there is a violation of a guideline or procedure adopted by a board, the 
legislative body of a city, or the legislative body of a village pursuant to section 35704, a 
complaint, signed by 5 or more freeholders of the township, city, or village, respectively, or by 
freeholders representing 10% or more of the lineal frontage along a natural beauty road or natural 
beauty street, may be filed with the county prosecutor, city attorney, or village attorney, or the 
attorney general, on behalf of the board, the legislative body of the city, the legislative body of 
the village, or the department, may commence a civil action seeking either of the following: 

 
(a)  A temporary or permanent injunction to enjoin the violation of the guideline or 

procedure. 
 
(b)  A civil fine of not more than $400.00 for the violation of the guideline or procedure. 
 
(2)  A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under this part or an installment 

of the fine or costs may be remedied by any means authorized under the revised judicature act of 
1961, Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being sections 600.101 to 600.9947 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 

History:  Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995. 


