Cyclists

Approach the roundabout in the bicycle lane if
one is provided.

If a non-motorized pathway is provided around the
perimeter of the roundabout, cyclists can either
enter the roundabout as a vehicle or exit the
roadway to !

use the
pathway.

Experienced
riders who
enter the
roundabout
must follow
the same rules as vehicles.

Follow all signs and pavement markings. Cyclists
must yield to both pedestrians and vehicles
already circulating within the roundabout.

Photo by Mike Ronkin

If you decide to enter the roundabout, be assertive
when merging with traffic.

Prior to entering a multi-lane roundabout, make
sure you are in the correct lane.

Try to travel at or near the same speed as
motorists within the roundabout. Ride in the
center of your lane, not on the right curb line.

Use proper hand signals prior to exiting the
roundabout.

Pedestrians

Cross only at marked crosswalks, always stay on
the designated walkway, and never cross to the
central island. "

Always use
caution prior
to crossing
the roadway.
Wait for an
appropriate
gap in traffic.
Remember, your best protection
is your own awareness.

Photo by Ken Sides

When a safe gap is available, cross the
roundabout one approach at a time. Use the
splitter island as a refuge area before crossing the
remaining lanes.

Guide Signs

Guide signs provide drivers with navigational information.
There are two types of guide signs you may encounter
when approaching a roundabout.

Advanced Destination Guide Signs

These signs are typically placed in advance of the
intersection to orient drivers with the layout of the
roundabout. Road names, cardinal directions (north,
south, east, west), route markers, points of destination,
and general service symbols, such as [:] for hospital
may be found on these signs.
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Exit Guide Signs

Exit guide signs, located within the splitter island close to
the circulating roadway, may be used to designate the
destination of each exit from the
roundabout.

Resources:

Federal Highway Administration
Michigan Department of Transportation
Minnesota Department of Transportation
City of Springfield, Oregon

www.fhwa.dot.gov
www.michigan.gov/MDOT
www.dot.state.mn.us

www.gospringfieldoregon.info

This document was produced by the Washtenaw County Road Commission
April @ 2007

For further information on modern roundabouts, please refer to the WCRC brochure,
“All About Roundabouts.”

Photo obtained from New York Department of Transportation

Washtenaw County
Road Commission

555 N, Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
{734) 761-1500
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What is a modern roundabout?

A modern roundabout is a circular, unsignalized intersection where entering
traffic yields to motorists circulating around a central island. By the end of
2008, six modern roundabouts will be operational in Washtenaw County.

Both the Washtenaw County Road Commission and the City of Ann Arbor
have plans to construct additional modern roundabouts in Washtenaw County
over the next several years. Since this alternative intersection is relatively new ‘m
to Michigan and many drivers are unfamiliar with the “road rules” of modern ey
roundabouts, the Road Commission has developed this “Navigating Roundabouts”
citizen’s guide to assist the motoring public in navigating a modern roundabout.

Motorists

By e

Vi
@

When approaching a roundabout, slow down.

For multi-lane roundabouts, look for roadside
signs and pavement markings to guide you into
the appropriate lane. It is important to be in the
correct lane prior to entering the roundabout.

Always stay to the right of the splitter island
(either painted or raised). Splitter islands
are used to divide directional traffic on the
approach to the roundabout.

Be cautious of pedestrians as you approach
the crosswalk.

As you approach the yield line, look to your left
before entering the roundabout. Vehicles
within the roundabout have the right-of-way.
Enter the roundabout and merge into the
traffic flow once an adequate gap is available.

All movement within the roundabout is
counterclockwise. Never turn left into
the roundabout from the yield line

When traveling within the roundabout,
only stop to avoid a
collision. You have the
right-of-way over
entering traffic.

Vehicles
must yield to

pedestrians
When approaching

the roundabout, avoid
traveling at a speed
greater than the posted
advisory speed.

already in the
roundabout

Vehicles

circulate
counter-clockwise
ina modern
roundabout

in the crosswalk
and to motorists

Mere ad Cnanga GFH1

Non-motorized
Pathway

Splitter Island

Yield Line

must

circulate

Diagram obtained from the Minnesota DOT

How to navigate
the modern roundabout

Avoid passing
or driving adjacent
to larger vehicles
within the roundabout
as they require
more room to

When circulating within a multilane roundabout,
avoid changing lanes.

Give special consideration to trucks, trailers and
other large vehicles within a roundabout. Avoid
passing or driving adjacent to larger vehicles

within the roundabout. Large vehicles often need
more than one lane to circulate the roundabout.

Sometimes you will encounter a cyclist traveling
within the roundabout. Use caution, be
courteous, and share the road.

Z=mxrEd Continue through the roundabout until you reach

your exit. Use your turn signal when exiting.

As you exit the roundabout, be aware of
pedestrians crossing the roadway.

If an emergency vehicle approaches the
roundabout...

directly behind you just prior to you entering the
roundabout(single lane approach): Enter the

roundabout and travel to your exit. After exiting
the roundabout, immediately maneuver your
vehicle to the right side of the road to allow the
emergency vehicle to pass you. Do not stop in
the roundabout.

on another approach prior to you entering the
roundabout. Wait for the emergency vehicle to

enter and exit the roundabout before proceeding
with your maneuver.

while you are circulating within the roundabout:
Exit the roundabout and immediately maneuver

your vehicle to the right side of the road to
allow the emergency vehicle to pass you.
Do not stop in the roundabout.

For your
safety and

others, always

travel within the
roundabout at the

posted advisory

speed
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